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; 1. Until fealrly recentiy, self—styied ex"perts or specialis*}q cn the USSR insisted that T
i Stalin'g death would necessarily bring abcut & palace | revolution which would be ) o
‘ supported by the people of the gs_s_n. | The course of events in the Spring of 1953
; demonstrated the totally unfoun led nature of hsse prognostications. During recent
3 months, [the same experts - among them Harry Raphael Boris Nigg~
s laeygky |~ have found signs thm{ there| is now going on & behind-the-scenes struggle for
3 power in the USSR and that Malgnkov, as head of the Soviet State, is faced with a re-
5 volt in [the Soviet Army. In support of tre latier theory, these specialists on the
i USSR point to the fact that Malenkov has f it necesAary to place and ~
| ganin, who had falien into disflavor during th Stalin dictatorship, intc central posi-
! tions in the Soviet Defense stnltctu,reiz.‘ | :
i
! 3. Séme wislhful thinkers contend t}!mt oné of the|following three forces in the USSR may :
be capalle of destroying the priesent dictatorghip: the Army, the Secret Police, or the s
populace. ' Of these three categories of forceg, the greatest hopes are placed on the M .
Army. | |those pedrle expecting a Soviet Army revolt agalnst T
are ignorant of., or ¢hoose to ignore, aome facts -~ 50X1-HUM:!
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“he USSR khes aome

four or five mili:cn men under aIms Woc potentially

/SECURITY INPORMATION

SRS LAVMLE & dital Puwile

however [the Coviet Army has ]

and is effe*tively caxtrolled by the regime, mastly through the MVD.

1

Since tbe end of World War II, all
mortars, mackine guns snd ell military facili*'“

miJi."'w'y aquirment are either gua.ried by spﬂc:.s.l MVD units or

MYT control over the Soviet atomJ.c
add1t1,~1
tion 'Pa.ﬁj,lities,
stocks, chemical

energy vrogra.m 1z a generally accepted fact.
storage faci.l‘

eir flelds, fuel
me? i.'Lca.l faciliz)

resourees,; and

This MVD control of all essential ery activiti

war ma,teria_1 such as amall arms, artiliery, tanks,

had its teeth pulled since World War I

es such ag arsenals and plents producing
under MVD control or both.
In {

MYD personnel - either overtly or ﬂovev-th - supervise all military transporta-

ities, grain and fodder stocks, clothing
1s: used ty the Axmed Forces. . ‘

|
es - nd facllities is not only demonstrated

by the preeence of units or individuals under MVD control bu: fre \
interesting incidexnts, ‘

| Tz Germary, the Soviet Military

“AdminisTIatior {SMA) used to have |"r:ans ratlon contrcl *‘f < |
statlions zsed by tie Armsd Forces. M_wm%i

{ -

trenselves are undertaken thro:
'I'h,eﬂe wfficers; usuallyl of field ran
program. merefore significant that they
Armed Forces r‘ﬂemﬂlve tut rather|from the MVLD
Altnougb +}'Pne pilitary representatives in indus
ineignis, ]1.&4 Ls general iowledge ih the Sovieu
centrol off the MVD as of ‘he Minls

mil‘ta.z'y‘ eqa.ipm.,“t from fectcries wiich are not operated by

y of Defense |

gk military represestatives in the

ik, hold key positions in the procuremdnt
are u:ueﬂ not from the ranks of the
st e recomrendation of Party committees.
try do rot weer any MVD uniforms or
AYmv *Met +thev cwa an mich un

[the AcTivities of smersh versonnel I

sxrATsh u—.‘;ﬁrch arel - wa T official counter-
Tne spame context nmprar.]operaten under the Ministry of Iaternal

Affairs (2
authority

'Ormerly the Ministry of S te securicy
of the Mirfstry of De"ens

4

Oz the one
otker na..d, speclial precautio-
almost cozzpletely wnarzed. Army or icers in the
the end of] World'War Ii. If an o’f cer wears &
paper or le.t’t complesely empty. Fo target prac
week, orricers thke vurns in firing|a few ristol

hav been taken’

of the chier of the secret depmment of the Arm,y ‘unit headquarters.

instructe® in tayoret fighting vith
On the firing range, each company uz
five r~c<...nds. krw officers t-avelli

or divi.sional headguarters. Shou.ld
would be disarmed cn the way to his|destination
comrardant|'s inspection (komendantskiy nadzar).

hand,’ the Army is theref?re thoroughly infiltrated by MVD elements.

the use of wooden medels rather than actual rifles.
es five rifles with vhich each soldier in turn fires
ng to the USBR on short leave from duty with the
cccupat‘-:n forces irn Cermany or Aus1 ria must uurrende'- their sidearms to regimental

an officer fail to
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4 O Other duties O
ix%alligence functions.

R Liuopliott

In

;) and Js entirely removed fram the

On the
ito keer Army personnel in the USSR
USSR kave not carried side arms since
hols..er, t I1s elther stuffed with
‘tice, vhich is usually comducted twice n‘
which are kept in the permanent custow
Enlisted men are |

comply with this regulation, he

in the USSR by the poliss MVD, or
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force. In 1948, there were seven MVD |
(okrug) alone, armed with their own hea '
artillery, and small arms, air fields

: pea.cetimé conditions,| thés_e seven MVD
a! rebellious Aray. divisions at

personnel devoted body and soul to Stall
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8, Compared with the nearly unarmed Soviet l@rmy, the MWD i:
| visions in the leringrad Military Disirict

only force at present capable of overthrowing the regime, 1t

HER~ 7 T3 TR

i
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]

a Heavily equipped military

‘and mediun teslks, ‘_a.rmore,d vehicles, .
planes of moderz construction. Under’

virions are capable [of destroying some 50
ary. given '?:.Lmz.. Although the MVD thus may be the

is made up of ‘
and appears reliable from the viewpoint

- . of hig suzxcessor or spcéjessors. Ite st
the stability of -the regime against thre

| i
_9‘. The civilian popu.la.ti“on,
8 the Soviet regime because

after the long years of- bolice terror -

wko find it necessery from time to time
measures o> to make p‘la.cating gestures.

-disciples.

large nor

the Army will |attempt any coup,:

i

Y

reasons wy
of hostilities

only after the outbreak

Some 15 te 20 million people wil

expazsicn of the MVD apparatusi
‘ Leningrad Military District,
. divisions, :aga.}ns
L rather Lelplese.

(&)

1 Soviet w officer would carry
[ be issued rifles .and ammunitipn.

the Army would haye

In wartime,

(¢) The Army, irn sddition to its

' will be found [those veterans of

present occupai.tion
for similar reasons.

|
(d) Former Soviet

' persons of| So

of all these people, of course,
| ]

i
| - i
i

emergence of a populér military leader who wonld overthrcw
clique. “ n
i . 3

1. Undgr more favorablejci*éum.éte.nces, hovéverL ‘the Army would |
h e _people d

P P
{a)} Iz & future‘\vsu].', the Soviet people will be almost
i ¥ -

the Army.in wartime will be a ‘compsnied but canmot

and would have| to e fully armed.
! tion, the peac:‘etime adventageg of the MVD would thus rapidly vanial;.

§ " contain strong centers of oppesition to the regime.

"capitalist” countries toward ithe
quickly de&;ob;lized because thetr-disillusionment with Soviet T
’ propngandalmﬂlde them a very real threst to the Soviet regime. The |
‘ armies in Germany and Austria
Since they would be likely
front of any initial militery |developments, thein actions would
seriously affect developments in the rear.
1 i

along vithj many ex-inmates of | slave lanror camps.

ength i3 successfully utilized to maintain
reg: overvaelmingly hostile elements of the
Army end the populetion: at large. . . . :

as is generally admitted, is inzapadle of rising against
it 1is unarmed}| dispirited, racked|by suffering, and -
‘ ;deprived of -any independent orga.nization. .
Its utter hestility to the regime, hnwevler*, is well knowr t0 the Kremlin leaders
gl;emtely +o intrpduce new repressive

i
‘o particuler are happy to see

1110. %_Wﬁhe nei.t,iqr. in general ard the Army if
T the end © glin‘':s dictatorskip.’ On the othner haud, ':\.wevrr , they mast certainly
\q

| be harassed by the thought that Stslin nas been Teplaccd by,
Fully conscious of their impotence, however; ne‘_'ther the people at

well-experienced :

se walting for the
the present Kremiin

and there is no u

z’

i

ihe| USSR and remove the present dictators.
such donditions will prevail

betweer the USSR end the Western countries. '\ _

totally mobilized.
Tais expsnsion of;
be matched by an
‘To use agalrn toe example of the !

1 te in uniform.

it might well accommodate over T0 Army,
t whick seven and evexn ter MVT divisiozs would be |

control over its military equipment
Iratead of ax empty holster, & |
one or even two plstols, troops would
 Aside from tke numericel disproper=

overall political unreliability, would

In this category
World War. II who pdvanced into
end of tkat war and who had to be

lare disaffected
to be in the fore-

prisoners of vm!' And, forcibly repatriated displaced
{et nationality would be drafted into the Armed Forces

The bitterness
cannot ‘e exaggerated. ,
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{e] The Soviet Army would coxtain some elements loyal to the Kremlin
- aven in vartime, of vhom some are Communist fanatics and manv are
opportunists.  the Commmnlst activists in the
Army woald ;;uckly find themselves isolated and neatralized,
unable to save the regime against tae will of the majority.

12. L sn alleged internsl power struggle in the Kremlin| |
tThere 1f no evidence of 1t a% hand, and thsoretical considera-
tions speak against it. neither Molotov ro? Beris have any hopes

of replacing Malenkov as the ¥unber, One man in the Kremlin, even though he may not
nave inherited the full measure qf 8Stalin's power. Molotov is kmown throughout the
USSR #s the only remaining old Bolshevik leader. Ee sincerely supported Lenin. and
subsequently Stalin-as the executor of Lenin's plans. Grest chaagss, however, have

taker place in the USSR since Lenin's lifetime. The dictatorahip of the proletariat,

in other words, the subordination of the minority to the majority, wes replaced by
the dictatorship of the Party, vhich meant the subordizetion of the mmjority to a
minority. Although Lenin himself initiated this deviation frox the old Bolshavik
program efter the October Revolution, it was left to Stalin to carry it through to
its loglical end, by establishing his cwn personal dictatorship. 1Im 80 doing, he

.  inourred the hostility of the Bolshevik 0ld Guard and was forced to ligquidate it.
Ia the group of rélatively new peopla with whom Stalin subsequently surrounded
himeelf, Molotov, as the oaly survivor of the old Bolshaviks, has at best been
guffered us a relic of an almost forgdtten past. ’

13, Beris is ineliglble to become the Number One man in the USER because his- function in
the past was limited to serving Stellis as the most ruthless of executloners withovt
an opportunity of endearing himself to any group of people outside of the Secret
Police. Moreover, Beria's Georgian matlomallity would te held aguinst him, all other
things teing equal, at a period vhen the nation has just emerged from the oppressive
dictatorship of another (ieorgien. Beria knows his limitations very well and would
Te far wmore foolish than we have any reasou to expect if he aspired to Malenkov's .
present position. It is thle, of course, that Beria or aay other man in control &f
the MVD represents an element af. powver vhich no oze, includirg Malsnkov, can ignore.
When Beria dedided to get rid of Ignatlev or of Poskrebyshev, Malenkov presuably

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

ENY1_HI IkA

50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM

did not raise any serious objections, although he is Xnown to have been friendly with

ebyskev during Stalin's 1if time. Malenkov's pollcy of giving in to Beris indicates
thet Malenkov is a realist

50X1-HUM

1h. khe theory that Malenkov restored  50X1-HUM
Zhukov and Bulgaain to positloas of power 10 ie d off & revolt in the Army. There 1s,

in fact, evidence that Malenkov personally saved Zhukov's 1ife when the latter
[Lemygd from his post as commander-in-chief of the Occupstion Army in Germany.

\
lopen talk among reasonavly well-informrd people that ZHUKOV'S
ulerity was such that he would be in a

sition t0 renlace Btalin himself.

Zhukov s asalgmment to an okrvg vas apparently
meant t. be exvcuted oa Phper only and]  |Zhukev's life was asnging by a thread
whea Malenkov intervenei on his vehalf with Stalin and pointed out tha

. war kero might be useful %o the regime at soms future date. b

Stalin accepted Malenkov's advice and 1imited himself to

relegating Zhukcv to an obscure position. Zhukov was aware of Malenkov's action snd
has been devoted to the lstter ever since. Malenkcv *hus hed no resson to fear say
intrigues on the part of Zr .kov and presumably placed Zhukov in 8 command position
tecause cf hig confidence irn him.

50X1-HUM
50X1-HUM

»

50X1-HUM
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? | 15 Ma.rshall Bulganin is likewlse indebted to Malerkov. I{ was I'Luenxuv who pointed out ; . g
i \ to Stalin that B'ulgani_. could rot carry out his functions as Ar'my commander-in chief ; ‘ e
; 1 in the rank of general and whko therefore prevailed on Stalin to raise Bulganin to . 2
| thewam: of. marshall. : o [ D "
| N L | SRRV
| 16L On the basis of the above data, it seems clear that there is|po basis for aseuming | ; ,_'k X
% . |any differences bvetwee whom he elevated to-high _ : . '|V|
: 1 positions iz the USSR. neither |Zhikov nor Bulganin -50X1-HU
; could be successf\.]. leaders of any Army plot ever if they havi 5*.:.ch aspirations. : s : s

‘ | Although Zhukov vas and probably.still is considered the hexo cf World War II among i
i ! th.e ‘civilia.n poruiation in the USSR and made & favorabhle j:n;.essio" upon General i !

i [Eisenhower, he vas|generally hated by the officers urder hig ccm..d. During and o i
n.fter ‘World War II, dozens of officers were mercilessly shot on his order, and | ; n

‘ ". 'qd.s of officers and men were put into peral units By hi.m[ | Because -:of the whim |
‘ of |two German women (¥kobe identity 18 unkmown, to me) who vpzre;vcwy close to him, !

i =1=r=1 office"s, inclu.ding Major Genera.l Ale:_sen.ko were sniseed by him. - ;
i il Co '
(17, Bulga.nin was considered as an ignoble poli tice.l commissar in the Soviet Army by ! i
| -=verybody frem enliated. ranks up to generals. It was commonly!said +hat Bulganin ;
i 1mdars ood very l"*rtle of military affairs and was 1nccmpete:t]e.nd even frightened
: | of military decisions and a.lvaya depended heavily upon the a:Trice of military

i | erts.
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